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Satire’s my weapon; but °m too discreet 
Torun a-muck and lilt at ali Ll mect. 


T only wear it in a land of Uectors, 


Thieves, Supercargoes, Skarpers, and Directors. Pores, 





SUSPENSION OF THE HABEAS 
CORPUS ACP. 


FURTHER 


Ministerial Responsihility—Intamous Treatment of the 
Joans’s. tn the British Inquisition— More of Oliver. 
40d ) / 4 


J had as lieve nov pr—as live to he 
In awe of such aching as T myseif. 

The period of ovr subjugation to the will of the Minis. 
ters is now prolonged to the first of Maich, in the ensuing 
year. Itis some consofation to know how long we are. to 
be slaves—how long we are to hold our freedom at the dis- 
posal of our enemies—how long we shall retire to rest, curs. 
ing the sun for having seen our degradation, and welcom. 
ing the momentary oblivion of our shame. In this tempo- 
rary, if we dare flatter ourselves that it will be but a tem. 
porary, annihilation of our rights, we must look cautiously 
round, tosce what steps have led us to this condition, aud 
how 


We must write with caution, for the iron hand of power, 


we can reteace them, or avoid them for the. future. 


arbitrary, and absolute power, is suspended over us, and 
its minions only wait the signal to snatch us again from tie 
light of liberty, and entomb usin the recep acles of misery 
and despair. But we must trace the lessons of reason and 
experience with the pen of trath, and every heart throb- 
bing with that generous heat that once cailed our Hampdens 
and our Sydn: ys to the dangerous, bat the glorious task of 
advocating the rights of freemen, will make its own appli- 
cation, aud defermine for itself which of the two ;aths it 
will chuse—that of patient submission to the fears that 
prompt an abuse of delegated power—or a bold resistance 
tothe ministry that des;ite of reason, and the voice of 
the country, (save the deluded dupes, and the servile slaves 
of power) which has dared to call upon the Jegistature for 
Measures, unanimously condemned as unnecessary, and ex. 


ecrated as upjust. 








The first important question to be asked, is—** are the 
Are all the 


rights and liberties of Engla d aud of Kaglishmen intended 


ministry and their adherents, the country. 


to be lavished upou thein, to be monopolized by them. and 


tu be enjoyed by them alone? If this be theca-e, then is 


‘Mugland free, for they are free !—tiey are exempt even 


from the operation of the laws that bound our forefathers, 
from the sceptre to the scythe---then is England happy, for 
they are happy! ‘They revel in luxury, they feel not the 
distress under which so many thousands groan, and to 
The 


Minisiers and their adherents are the favored few-..the 


which so many thousands are the patient’ victiins,. 


chesen pvople of the realm: andif the realm be theirs, 
and all its blessings are intended for them, then is order 
restured, and Eugland what it was, and what it ought to 
be. 
govern nobly—they govern welle.-and their prosperity is 


If the Ministers only govern for themselves, they 


the resul¢ and the evidence of their wisdom, 

But if the Ministers are not the people.--if there be any 
one out of the pale of their chosen lists that is entitled to 
happiness, and to protection; if there be a claim to com. 
forts, independent of them; and a right to the protection 
of kind and equal laws, be inherent in every one who boasts 
his birth in EKugland, then are the evidences against them as 
multifarious as the human beings who are oppressed to find 
the meas of moving Cie eumbrous machine of state, which 
isfoaded with the injuries of the people. 

The next quesiion to be solved is—**Tlow came those 
who were only delegated to be the agents of the happiaess 
of others, to have reached a state in which they intercept the 
happiness that should be disseminated amongst all, and to 
appropriate all these comforts to themsclyes 7’? And here 
the reply will fix in many a heart with all the torture of a 
transiixed arrow, doubly barbed, and tinged with deadly 


peison: as they reflect upon the selfish cupidity,the detesta. 
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ble personal avarice, that only sought és own prosperity, 
and to secure a momentary triumph to vanity, stood still, 
and saw the best interests of the country, pledged and lost 
forever, ina strife against liberty, and the welfare of the 
human race. If the merchant, who stands yonder bank. 
rupt, and broken liearted; after revelling in an imagi- 
nary wealth, to which he could scarcely fix the bounds.— 
After educating to perspective splendour a family on whom 
fortune now frowns, and a chilling fate ushers into the 
world, to starve on pity, or to banquet on the starting 
tears of anguish :—after having supported to his last shil- 
ling measures which the least candid reflection might hav« 
taught him would prove at last fatal to himself, and ruinous 
to his country :—if such a man could retrace the steps of his 
earlier years, with what avidity would he shun, with what 
vivid indignation would he condemn, the égnés fatuis that 
misled him! How would his houest and ardent eloquence 
rise in execration of the system, which anficipating every 
resource, atchieved a victory over the French nation of the 
present age, to entail generations of impotence, and igno- 
nimy, and wretchedness, upon the unhappy descendants of 


Englishmen for ages, and for ages yet to come. 


[t cannot be disguised that é és to ourselves that we are 
indebted for our accumulated woes. The greatest evil isnot 
that we have had bad or incompetent ministers, but that we 
have CHOSEN bad and incompetent ministers. We cannot 
plead our ‘gnorance, or our inability ; we could have pre- 
vented all our miscries; but our character failed us: our 
national inheritance, a jealousy of power, in: whatever 
hands, was abandoned, vilely abandoned, and bartered for a 
desire of gain, and the affectation of being superfluously 
wealthy. We became not only the easy, but the willing 
prey of ministers, who had only to flatter our avarice, to 
become masters at once of our liberties, and of our country ; 
and in the ruin of the one, and the loss of the other, we 
awake to the reproaches of ourselves, and the derision of 
those who have not so much profited by our weakness, as 
by our indolence, and seif-interested apathy. 

Since, then, our folly and our a; athy has occasioned the 
loss of our freedom, and the ruin of our country, we can 
only hope to restore the one, and to recover the other, by a 
conduct entirely the reverse of that which has been so fatal 
to our interests. We must shake olf the trammels that 
bind us like spaniels to the turnspit wheels of corruption, 
which we are made to turn like curs, although we are not 


(es the dog is sometimes) rewarded with a bone, or a sop in 





the pan, We must recover that constitutional attitude of 
resistance which has offen punished bad ministers, and more 
than once counteracted tyranny even Upon the throne, 
very Englishman should ascertain orecisely what are his 
rights, and pursue them steadily and firmly. ‘The prohibi. 
tion of public meetings, and the threats of the tools of cor. 
ruption cannot prevent any man from acting in his political 
capacity, as an KEnglisiman, entitled to liberty as his bi th. 
right, and to prosperity as his inheritance. He has ouly to 
instruct himself as to the exteut to which he has a right to 
proceed, and he may then mareh on secure y to the re-esta. 
blishment of his rights. Each man shouid act for himself— 
remonstrate with the House of Cominons, protest against the 
proceedings of the minister, and pray for the impeachment 
of those who have dared to employ the authority of oilicial 
power to wreak their spleen upon the heads of the innocent 
and unotlending. 

What Englishman is there, who does not blush for his 
country, who is not ready to detest himself, when he hears 
that Azs ministers have been accessary to the treatment ex. 
perienced by the two Evans's? Is there a feeling heart 
‘that would not rather wear the chains itself,’ than see 
them fixed on these unfortunate men, whose only crime jas 
been that of exciting the suspicion of a Secretary of State, 
perhaps upon the hired evidence of men employed to betray 
them? We ask again, is there an Englishman, with the ex. 
ception of Stewart Wortley and [lolme Summers that could 
bear to recite, much less to eulogize the treatment which 
these innocent men have received?) We say Innocenr—for 
the laws of this country, before they were mangled by a sus. 
pending ministry, knew of no guilt before conviction ; and 
in the spirit of those laws which are alone worthy the defence 
of freemen, the two Evans are as innocent and as worthy as 
their accusers—aye! as the saintly Lord Sidmouth him. 
self—with the Chancellor, and Lord Castlereagh, of seat. 
selling memory to boot. Nay, the evidence of worth and 
innocence is against the ministers—they have suspended the 
Habeas Corpus Act, the most valuable of our laws—tiey 
have seized and detained men in prison, without any but 
hired accusation, and without daring to bring them to trial 
—they have outraged 0; intons, and «la: dered the character 
of the country—and to prevent (reason —if they are to be 
belicved—- they have dene more than any treason could have 
accomplished. ‘The laws would have been effectual against 
agents of a less powerful descriptton—but against the minise 


a . : = . ! ‘ . s : 
ters of the Crown, with a majority of the house of commons, 
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unjustly obtained, there is no security for cither law or 
justice. 

The ministers will not, dare not say, that they have a 
ty tive of the charges to present against the two victims in 
Horsemonger gaol, which they brought forward against the 
persons recently accused of high treason—and yet those 
men were acquitted, and are at large; while the two Kvais 
linger in solitary confinement, and are not permitted even 
to see each other. Tie petty malignity that would deprive 
the younger Evans of his flute is so truly demoniac in ifs 
nature, that we have no hesitation in saving, that such an 
srder, tssuing from whom tt might, is sullicient evidence et 
ifs author’s incapacity forany social oilice—that such a man 
should be instantly dismissed from any o fice with the gene- 
ral exccration of the world. and branded as an outcast unfit 
for any participation in the blessigns of a social life. 
What but the intention of driving the prisoner to despair, 
perhaps to suicide, could have prompted such inhuman con. 
duct. 

Every day adds something to the disgraceful catalogue of 
crimes committed against the country. A’ Leeds paper 
boldly avows a circuiastance, wiich, 7f true, not merely 
warrants, but demands au imoeachment of the administra. 
tion. Pt as there asserted, that when Oliver began to 
fpr ad hi: POtrat i fire North, his violence offended those 

} 


whom he was emploved to betray : and that a complaint 


was made by au honest and independent magistrate of 
Yorkshire, to the Secretary of Siare, against the man who 
was the Aired “sent of the government, and against whon 
Mformation had been given as at disajected ania scditiars 
person, [snot this decisive as to the real state of the 
country 2? Piomen whom distress has justly rendercd dis. 
confentcd with a system of severe oppression, and endless 


taxation. Jicmsedcos give information of the attempis made 


& 
toexeite them to vigtence; and when suca information is 
fiveb by a magistrafe to the Seeretiry of Stace, what is che 
’ oe . @s ee * ha — » 6 pa } 
hobie Secretary ’s reply 2? why, truly! that the man who 


has endoovoured to e rrupe others, and train them to vio. 
lence and to bloodshed. which they abhor. is AN AGUNT 
Or THOSE MINISTERS, who accuse. the people of 
treason, and thea iureting wreteh mist not be molested ia 


hs : are 
DIS tie Payrgius career Tt 


With euch aa avewal, (should this prove trne) if the 
liovse of Conmmous adjonras without moving for the ime 
Pedcwmen? of tore Riinisters. Who have suspended our nort 


| : } 
Weoveseme toy 


and laid every honest. mdependesnt mind 
at their merey, the jiouse of Commons will become the ac. 
Complices of men who have been guilty of the highest 
Offence that can be committed in a free state. When Me, 
Broughain brings jerward his motiog on the sfate of the 
Nation. we hope that he will fake an opportunity of ascer. 
Mining the accuracy of this statement, and obi:ge the Mi. 
Risters io write Cicir own condetanation, if it should prove 


true; for we cannot conceive amore atrocious ‘pecies of 








| 


high-treason, than such a method of exciting men ‘eo com. 


ait acts, which would endanger the existence of all law, and 
ubject us to tae horrors of availitary government, ‘The 
account to which we allude, isin the Leeas Mercury, and 
that paper ventures to add, thaton the examination of those 
persons who were taken up on Oiiver’s information, ihe 
only witness brought forward by the Crown, acknowledged 
that the ¢* whole plan had been got up by Older Pine 
natucal enquiry then is, *S who got up Ouverc 2”? and this 
question ouzat to be answered by those who employed him. 

itis ridiculous on the part of the ministers to pretend 
that ibey did not want Oliver to excite disakection, They 
sent him to findit; he knew he was expecied to find it, and 
that hés revcard would depend upon hiés success. he thought 
nativally enougit that his masters wanted treason or they 
would never have thought of paying such a scoundrel to go 
and look for it: he therefore determined that treason they 
should have; and he seems to have calealated very well 
upou their wishes, if it be correct, that wien Hi was 
complained of as the arck (rator, it was replied that he 
was only fishing for the tile try that hie eoold seduce into 
his toils—as for bimself. he migit be traitor, or devil, if he 
caoses he was ‘San agent of the government! Js it 
treason or blasphemy, to pray S* from sak au adwiaistration 
deiiver us. good Lord!’ 

Can itnglishmen need any arguments to iiduce them ta 


to 


endeavour by every constitutional means sa tuear power 
oppose a system dike this, which is porpetuaily growing 
worse ; or to speak more corve thy, Wich ts every day 
developimes some additionally horrible feature ? “The systet 
itse!f cubraces the whole scope of p itteal misehiel from 
the triding exaction of an unnecessary at post to the unjust 
demand of means to supply the most wanton profusion. from 
the low canning that would im;erceptibly sap the founda. 
tions ofourtaws., to the bold arbitvary cxertion of power, 
that would sweep them at once from the statute book, and 
leaislate by the grace of god, at the pot of tie bayonet, 
and amid tac thunder of cannon, Our incans of re-isting 
the fearfal front whicu we have permt.ted it to acquire, are 
certarnily diminished, and what are doit: are diminishig 
every day. Pf we ace now indolent, and fatally contig, 
we shali shortiv wake to a condition in which exerdon can 


s) ® * 
dono good, bat the present dav ds ours; and if every 


~ 


man will put his shoulder to the wheel we Iity ENIrLCate 
ourselves, Je must protect the laces, or tie laws canno€ 
protect us, hwo are iadifoerent. the minister mavo mend 
his stable windows. with Magna Charta and the bil of 
Rights. ‘Phere is vo virtucin paper or parchment to main. 
tan the inscriptions they receive, Pubhe rights live ouly 
inthe publie vorce. “Phe freedom of BMagiand can only find 
asafe asylumin the hearts of Moglisimen. $f it be «radic 
cated from that sam fuary. mo statutes canatford ita refuge 


’ Ss 

. . . s* ty . ; x te , ,’ 
noactol parhamen’ can shelter the fugitive. By tho rovercd 
memory of OUPr ANCESTOLS ! \ fire | Yood tis ar nas Cones 


craved the ficlds on which the barties of our lis itv have 


becn fought——by the bepes Winch alboatea our youthful 
Hearts, as we listened to the teroice tales of ancient british 
hors “ by the Obltiootion we GEO Weaer Ci Pre-ers five it~ 


Ventuges for our children that we leave recetwed= trom ong 
fathers—-letus be brave and honest: aud we niust be free! 
, @. See 








* OF Qdots 2t 


7 


—— 


ee 


er! Je © 
ac 
= "ari. 


oe Es ee SS a 
Se ae oe Ee 
—— — ns . 


wee 
2a 


a 
oe ~ 


—— 


SS Ee 
Pa Tg Os a : 
a. 


= 





Pam 





a 






ship eae 
~* 





 — 









AETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 





From the Black: Droarf in London, to the Yellow Bonze, 
at Japan, 


ENGLtisit LIBERTY, 
By this time. my friend will have been enabled ‘to cor- 


rect his views of the freedom of this country, by a standard 
corr sponding nearly with the truth: and f anticipate that 
he has been enabled to silence all opposition to tyranny af 
Japan, by this cogent argument, that the most eulightened 
country in Europe is obliged to resort to despotism to se. 
cure the blessings of liberiy. Nothing can argue more 
favourably for the cause of absolute power, vested in one 
man, than the fact, that Eugzland is at this moment com. 
pelled deliberately to choose the despotism of the Secretaries 
of state, and the Members of the Privy Council, to pro. 
tect the laws, that are too tender to be trusted in the rude 
hands of the populace. The sagacity of the present admi- 
nistration surprisesme. They know all the gradations ot 
treason; they are acquainted with its nicest indications, 
and its most minute developments, Whether it appear in 
the shape of a potatos, of an old stocking, of a tenpeany 
nail, or a threatening letter, it is immediately detected, 
and enclosed in the Green Bag, for the inspection of the 
illuminati of Downing-strect. There they sit in solemn 
council upon the evidence of their worthy colleagues, the 
honorable spies whom they employ, and whose moral cha. 
racter, they are rcady to vouch for with the most fervent adju- 
rations ; until the very stones are ready to rise up astounded 
at the insolence of treason, and cry aloud for the suspen. 
sion of the liberties of the country, lest the potatoes should 
gobble them up without remorse, Every thing around me, 
that has any pretensions to loyalty, calls out treason! trea- 
son! treason! I verily believe, if the civilization of 
brules had kept j|ace wiih the wishes of the Ministers, 
that every ass and every goose in the creation would join 
in the universal chorus: and be made spies, or pensioners 
at Icast, fur contributing to save the liberties of their coun- 
try, by putting them fora while into the pockets of the Mi- 
nisters—that sanctum sanctorium—that holy of holies, from 
which pothing in the shape of liberty, or prosperity, was 
ever yet known to escape. But we cannot urge on the 


course of nature bey oud the customary celerity of its un. 


ceasing wheels; and the geese must continue to hiss even. 


Princes as they pass, and the avs to bray rudely his griev- 
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his way. ° How ungrateful are the people in all ages, and 
in all countrics. JY have heard thec, my yellow friend, ex. 
ecrated as the enemy of the people, whom thou art con. 
tinually feeding with heavenly truth; because thou hadst 
need in return of a little earthly food ; and here is the same 
ingratitude to be seen in amuch higher degree, The Minis. 
ters, and the Bonzes, here, give and take ten times as much 
as thee, and yet the populace murmur and are discontented, 
Is it not time, then, that this mistaken and ungenerous 
principle were eradicated ; that the liberty of murmuring 
were taken frem those who have so much reason to be thank. 
ful for being disencumbered of their worldly cares, that 
their march to heaven may be theless impeded ? TI rejoice, 
most heartily rejoice, to perceive that the Ministers of this 
country, are now determined to make themselves feared, 
and obeyed. Of what use would be their exaltation, my 
friend, if they are to be controlled by the grovelling mul. 
litude upon whose shoulders they have been raised, and 
upon whose necks they so very justly trample in derision 
and disdain, Could any but wtseacres of the most out. 
rageous complexions, have made, or suffered them to be 
made Ministers? And why should those wéseacres date 
to expect to be treated otherwise than as their natures, and 
their dispositions entitle them ? 

When Nero was emperor, Rome felt, and justly felt, 
the misery of having elevated a royal fiddler to disgrace a 
throne—and England must not expect to escape the conse. 
quences of having raised to power men who can only conti. 
nue there by the degradation of the nation over which they 
preside. Suppose, Toby, the sapient pig, had been bor 
the hereditary monarch of this land, should we not have 
expected that his privy counsellors, and his prime minis. 
ters, and his secretaries of state, and his bishops, and his 
archbishops, and his deacons, would have been congenial 
swine! Would it not have been declared treason to killa 
grunter of any description, whether he were found wale 
lowing in the farmer’s dairy, instead of the kennel, ot 
feasting in the farmer’s granary, instead of wandering in 
search of acorns in the forest? Pigs, in such a case, 
| would have been objects of peculiar veneration, Princes 
might have woven petticoats for them; and the graves! 
and wisest of mankind have held bacon in a just and loyal 


abhorreuce. No more bristles would have been rudels 


suatched from their royal or imperial backs, to mak 
brushes for the meanest of the creation; but every reic of 





ances even in the cars of the Ministers who feed him so 


*eeantifully with whatever brambles cuance may threw in 


. - . ° 2c le. 
the kingly pigs would have been treasured with pious 


| votion in the cabinets of the courtier aud the statesma! 
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Or suppose the ancesiors of Signor Jacki, the monkey 
What a for- 


tunate eveut fur the young sprigs of nobility who render 


rope-dancer, had heen seated on a throne? 


Bond-street the retreat of apes more fantastical than the 
inhabitants of Borneo! Every one of them would have 
been hereditary privy counsellors ; and an ourang outang, if 
fortunate enough to have touched upon the coast, would 
have been instantly elected Lord Chief Justice. 

If then dike loves like; why sheuld not /¢ke endeavour to 
find like, or to make like? and if ignorance, and presump- 
tion are called into the counsels of a country, instead of 
not 


swinish should 


brutality, or apish mischief, why 
ignorance and presumption gather round them as their 
agents, the iguorant, and the presumptuous, Is it a matter 
of astonishment, that the gevernment of Lord Sidmouth, 
and Lord Castlereagh and Mr. Canning, names which I 
venerafe with all imaginable devotion, should be assisted 


Lord Castle- 
reagh very nobly retorted the attack upon the character of 


by Messrs. Reynolds, Oliver, and Castles. 


Mr. Reynolds by saying he had deserved well of his majesty’s 
goverument! Now, my friend, this expression might be 
very truc, although Mr. Reynolds had been the most detest- 
Ilis 


Majesty’s government, by possibility, might have been 


able wretch that the imagination could conceive. 


such, as to admit of sucha villain’s deserving well of tt: for 
he would have served it in the best way that such a govern. 
ment could have been served. Had the present administra. 
tion been composed of men of talent and unsuspected in- 
tegrity ; of men whose attachment to the laws, and the 
constitution of their country were undoubted—of men who 
had always acted an open honourable part—then indeed 
Mr. Reynolds could not have been said to have deserved 
well; but the of the 


dered, there can be no doubt that he deserved well, 


desert being well cons?- 
His 


character was only tainted with ecknowledged and bare- 


nature 


faced treason! well, and which of his friends are exempt 
fromit. He betrayed afew Irishmen to the fatal tree, be- 
cause they were too indiscreetly attachcd to their country, 
and vainly, perhaps wrongfully, endeavoured to detach its 
interests from the interests of England. ‘This was villainous 
in him. But who encouraged this!—who employed others, 
equally honourable with himself, for the same purposes in 
other parts?—who made Ireland a scene of bloodshed and 
desolation, and with cold apathy smiled at the torments that 
rendered that unhappy country an earthly hell ?—who 


finally betrayed all Ireland to England, and betrayed the 
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devotion and confidence cf an unsuspecting people to ruin 
and despair? If there be any sach men, Reynolds would 
indeed deserve well of them—anud if such men were ia his 
Majesty’s government, the monarch might be insulted by 


being told that sucha man ** deserved well of his Majesty's 
government.”? All this isin the natural course of things, 
aud ought not to create anv discontent, or surprise. Is not 
the tree Known by its frit and the man by his associates. 
These people should culavate to more advantage the prac. 
tical precepts of their religion, and not expect wheat from 
brainbles, or the vigour of lifefrom rottenness and corruption. 

Again it is said, my friend, that the MORAL character 
of Oliver, is not ad allimpeached. It is true the fellow hag 
beea detected in a mest villainous machination to entrap the 
unwary into guiltg and delude the discontented into the 
dangers of overt treason. Yet his moral character is very 
good! Itis very true, that he has betrayed his associates, 
aud has been bribed by the ministers to do so; and yet his 
moral character is unimpeached! He has endeavoured to 
produce treason and to make seditious disturbances, where 
he did not find them. And yet he is a very good moral 
character, All this proves what morality is, in the eyes of 
the ministers, and it cannot be uncharitable to conclude that 
they ave moral, very moral, in their own ideas of morality ; 
and the public ought to believe, that what they.commend in 
others, such moral men can have ne great objection to per. 
form themselves. It is not that they are émmoral, certainly ; 
but their morali/y is not exactly understood, and they are 
mistaken for —— ouly because their morality is a little toe 
abstruse for vulgar comprehension. But Oliver, they say 
has a good moral characier, and his morality being pretty 
well explained, there are some hopes that the pubiic will 
properly appreciate the advantages of ministerial morality. 

As to Castles, the ministers seem very shamefully to have 
neglected him. By this time he ought to have been a post- 
master, at least; since he shewed himself so well qualified, 
to become a knight of the Post :—but his want of success 
has a little injured his moral character, and he has not des 
served so well of his Majesty's government, since his victims 
have escaped. But in svoth the fault was none of his ; and 
the ‘*intent, if not the deed, deserves the thanks’? — of 
whom ? Not of thy Friend and well wisher, 

Tir Brack Dware. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

The ‘ Blue Devils,’ must not be so very passionate, with every 
ailowance for infernal manners, we cannot tolerate him in his 
last dress. 

The note from Widegate Alley is received—at present the affair 
requires caution. 

We thank Cro for his communication ; but it is.a deviation from 
our plan to insert any thing that has been published, except in 
extraordinary cases. Anotiier correspondent, we must answer 
in a similar manner, 

Does Brutus remember that be promised us a second letter on a 
certain subject ? 

We shall shortly notice Mr. Goldsmith. 

Several letters are under consideration. 

In compliance to the wishes of several Correspondents, we shall 


publish the Two Speeches of the Editor on Saturday next, te 
bind with this Work. 








PETITION OF THE EDITOR TO THE HOUSE 
OF COMMONS. 
art eee 

The following letter was written by Mr. Pearson, and 
forwarded to the Morning Chronicle Ollice, for insertion, 
on the Iriday after the Editor’s petition was presented ; 
but the Isditor of that paper declined the insertion, and the 
MS. was only recovered within these three days. 





Sir, 

Nor having been present at the discussion which toek place in the 
House of Commons, last Thursday evening, on the subject of Mr. 
Wooler’s trial, [can only take for granted that the report of the speech 
of the Attorney-general, on that occasion, as given in your paper of this 
day, is correct. The representation made by that officer of the crown, 
to which T wish to call vour attention, and that of the public, is convey- 
ed ip these words: —** Lt was stated that the second trial was pressed on 
** hin, but the fact was, that so far from being unwilling, when he (the 
** Attorney. general) was looking over some papers, and pausing in the 
** proceeding, Wooler’s Attorney desired to have his warrant, as a suf- 
“ feient number of Special Jurymen was not present, to pray a lales.”’ 
The fair inference from these words would certainly be a decided ne- 
gative to the assertion of Mr. Wooler, which it was intended to apswer, 
2nd so was considered by Mr. Brougham, and the other Members who 
alluded to the circumstance. Link, however, that by stating the facts 
as they really occurred, I may reconcile the apparently contradictory 
statement of both parties, and prove that they do not at all differ infact ; 
only that Mr. Wooler’s words are intended to,be taken in a litera’, and 
those of Mr. Attorney-gencral ina mystical sense, The facts are these. 
iminediately after the Jury appointed to try the first cause had retired 
to consider their verdict, the superior officers of the Crown (the King’s 
Counsel) directed the inferior officers of the Crown (the Crier, &c.) to 
call on the second issue; and afier the names of all the Special Jurors 
had been called over, and only SEX of them appeared, and were sworn 
—then, and not till thea—the Attorney-peneral ** paused in the proceed: 
ings,” and ‘* looking over some papers,” but also looking over the coun- 
tenances of these Jurors; and whether, as ** the face is as a book where 


3:9 


men may read strange matier,” Sir Samuel Shepherd, Kuight, might 
** see, or think he saw,” asporitof research which might have led them 
to go beyood the diclao the modern Holt, to know whether facts are 
libels ;—whether this circumstance produged the ** pause in the proceed- 
igs, 
sbiching place,’’ [know not, bud itissufficient that then, and not till then, 


’ 


“or whether the geatleman could not ** screw his courage to the 


when only six Special Jurors could be obtained, the Attorney general 


seemed dieposed 
To shun the danger that might come of it, 
And pay tas losses with tits prout, 


of Mr. Woolee’s weakness and his own 


And 


Strength, appeared willing to leave the further discussion of the question 


in kind consideration 


tillanother dav. Upon this, Sir, exercising my discretion ia behalf of 
my Chest, l was unwilling 


te. 


That he should ran 
The sma.dest danger the might shun,’ 


And finding that the abicoce of the ovher sx Special Jurors ** had struck 


** more terrors to the son! of Richard,” and had produced a greater etfees 


on the conduct of the Atiorneyv-general than all the mild and ccaritable 
Gikpositions whieh thet gentleman assured us on the previous trial be 


possessed ; (and as Me. Brougham very candidly remarked, ** from lony 


knowledge” of Giiy merttoricus olficer of the Crown, we * have every 


Feasou to belive bis stutement.’?) on consideration of teese circum: 
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* stances, I was desirous of proceeding with the trial, although it had been 


first called on, (not as insinuated by Sir S. Shepherd, at my request) 
without Mr. Wooler’s or my consent; orapplication either expressed, 
or implied - called on at the will and by the ageats of the Crown —over 
whose discretion and will, Mr. Wo-ler could have no controul, —called 
oo almost immediately after the termin ition of the former trial after 
Mr. Wooler sas considerably exhausted by his address to the former 
Jury, and while he remained in suspense as to the verdict of the former 
Jury, which was to give to him ei.ber the uninterrupted enjoyment of 
ihe light of heaven, or permission * to live, and move, and have kiy 
being?’ in such manner, and subject to such restrictions as it might please 
Law, tempered with Justice, to assign tohim, Knowing, therefore, that 
the same weighty circumstances which operated to induce the Attorneys - 
general to ** pause ia the proceedings,’ might benefit Mr. Wooler, I 
then, but not till then, prayed, (not demanded, ut dizit the Attorney- 
general), bis warrant of tales, which warrant, be it known, in the event 
of there not being present a sufficient number of those favourea Jurors, 
who had been * bidden to the marriage supper,” authorised the parties 
* and compel allthe blind and 
I do vot 
mean, Sir, that coumon Jurors must possess those qualifications in a lite- 
Thus, Sir, it is presumed that they 


** to go out toto the highwaysand hedges, 


deaf, halt and hungry, to come in, and sit Gown in their places, 


ral, but in aspiritual mystical sense. 
may not have eyes to see the wisdom of the Attoruey general, nor ears 
to be gratified with his eloquence; nor indeed have they a/ways under 
standing to comprehend the law of the Judge. They ‘* hunger aud 
thirst after righteous judgment,” instead of being influenced by the auré 
sacra fames, Which t have heard isto be found on some special occasions, 

The fact is, Sir, that common Juries have vo other quatification than 
being ** good and lawful men of the bailiwick,” taken without seleciwa, 
and impannelled without choices end being called good nen, they might 
fancy that their decisions should be regalited by Jnstice; and foolishly 
imagine that being called lawful men, they had a right to decide toc 
themselves on the law of the cause before them, 

[ should be very sorry, Sir, to venture upen these speculations, had 
not the argument been justified by the fact, that although the Attorney- 
general assured the Jury (hat the subject of the secoud investigation was 
** a libel,” aye, ** avery wicked libel;”? and although the Judge did not 
think it polite to contradict this worthy officer of the Crown, yet the six 
Special Jurors concurred in thinking that there must be a mistake some- 
where, as their optics would not enable the: to discover the sedition 
which lurked under the cloak of a playfal satire ; and until they had as 
long an acquaintance with the Attorney-general as Mr. Brougham, 
‘* they bad not every reason to believe his statement.” 

Thus, Sir, bthink, thatthe public can decide whether the observation 
attributed to Sir S. Shepherd, by your reporter, as that mentioned in 
other papers, itis true (as said by Mr, Attorney-general) that ** so far 
from Mer. Wooler being une ihing to come to the secend trial, his Attor- 
If I demanded the 


I did 


pravawarrant of fa/es, but thai was alierthe tx Special Jucors had been 


ney wished him, (Sir S. Shepuers) to bring it on.” 


second tralin writing, Leball age him to produce that writing. 


sworn, Lhad nothing todo with ealiew on the trial, untess a co se- 
cuence can be prov ¢ te inciude a cavse3 aadafier Dsaw the Avorney- 
general, from mowes whieh i does notrequire a speed pleader to 
: Nii 
re 


bate, OF Ae iy ean ta comprehend, MUS aX OWS lO poOstione ti, 
5 
Mr 


pitdic wihk decide the statement of 
Wooler, or iat of (he Ailoroey geneiel is most worthy of credit. 


? ge oe ; 
Roeovughaim and tive eherher 


I remain, Sir, yours, &¢. 
CHARLES PEARSON, 
Soircitor to Mi. Wooler, 


June 27, 1$i7. 1), St, Heleuw’s Place, Bishopsgate 
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BREACH OF THE PEACE IN CASES OF LIBEL, 


+e 


To the Faitor of the Black Dwarf. 


Sir, 


The demoralizing maxim held by our Courts of 


Law, that ** treth is a libel,’ [ believe, principally up. 
held by the legal fiction, that ‘* to tell the truth may lead 
to a breach of the peace.’’?’ Now, admit ing for the argu- 
ment sake, that a breach of the peace naturally and tuya- 
riably follows the publishing of disagreeable truths, yet it 
cannot be suposed for a moment, that the party speaking 
er publishing the trach will be the one who will break tlie 
peace ; he can have no motive for so doing :—but the man 
whose conduct has been publicly and justly arraigned, may 
have an inclination to seek out the honest publisher of the 
truth, and of his disgrace, for the purpose of committing a 
breach of the peace by an assault upon his person ; thus 


endeavouring to avenge that wiich he could not defend. 


If this is corvect, I will ask those lawyers who advocate 
the propriety of the law of libel as it is at present inter. 
preted, (or rather, L will ask the lovers of truth and jus. 
tice), which of the parties in this case ought to be punished, 
: breaks A’s 


A, who honestly spoke the truth; or B, who 


head for su doing ? 

In your case, should an honest jury declare by its verdict 
that you had only spoken the truth, I think that it will 
become an imperative duty upon the Court to call upon 
Lord Castlereagh and Mr, Canning to give good security 
for their keeping the peace towards you, as it Is not ex. 
actly impossible but that these gentlemen, in the height of 
their admiration of the habits of people legitimately go- 
yerned, and in the fulness of their zeal to alter the manners 
of Englishmen, may be desirous of introducing the Spanish 


and Portuguese method of disposing of an enemy. 


I am, Sir, 
Au admirer and well-wisher, 
G. 


W. S. 





STATE THEATRICALS. 


The season draws to aclose: and we are sorry to say 
that Mr. Bull, the proprietor never had a more unprotita. 
ble year. [tis shrewdly suspecced that he has been most 
dreadfully iniposed upon by his managers, and the door. 
keeper » who may have intercepted the movey between the 


Ml 


THE BLACK DWARP. 


1 





82 


all events there is a la. 
to pay the rent 
» and decorations, 
and they are deduct. 


pay -oflices and the treasurv. At 
inentable deticiency. ‘There is no cash left 
of the house, or the expence of dre 
The taxes, you know, must be paid, 
ed from the first receipts. ‘Phe managers, too, cannot be 
expected to work for nothing ; anc if they were expected 
to do so, #t would be a very idle expectation: for as they 
fuke the money, it would be very hard if they could not 
contrive to keep a little of it for themselves: and so. the 
poor proprietor, what with taxes that he must pay, and sa. 
laries that he must pay, and what with providing for super. 
annuated Speakers, and one thing or another, is sadly out 
at elbows, It is not yet ascertained whether the house 
will open next season; for the managers and the performers 
swear they will have their full) salaries, whether the re. 
ceipts equal them or no; and poor Jolin has no funds to 
draw upon for extra purposes. He has some thoughts of 
getting avother company; but then, as he says, he cannot 
expect to get them for less than the old prices; and so mat- 
ters would not be much mended; only, as he sometimes 
adds, **a new company might be a little more civil than 
the old one ; and could not well be more impudent.” ‘Tie 
poor proprietor was in hopes that A7s benefit would bring 
him round, and set him on his legs again; and this the 
whole company promised to do their best for; but somehow 
or other, as John said, they all forgot their parts when his 
hight came on, and he had the worst benelit of them all. 
They all got something but the proprietor; as they played 
gratis for each other; buton John’s night, they swore as 
it promised to be a very good house, they must have dou. 
bie pay; for as they never wanted to share in his lesees 
it was but fair they should be partakers of what he got 
out of mere civility. One could not aficrd to play oo 

without an extra guinea. Another must have Sy 
because he had to perform a wicked sort of a minister, hi 
a third said three guineas extra was hardly a comp nsation 
for condescending to take the part of an ly pocritical arch. 
bishop. ‘Phe ladies could not be e xpected to play princes. 
ses and queens at the same price as they performed washer. 
women and dowdies ; so there were a few more 


SSCS 


b] 


> 


two guin-; 


guineis di. 


vided amongst them; and the fellow who suuiled tie cane 
dles sagaciously observed, that on svch an orcastan, he 


ought to have a few half- pence extra, The poor man whose 
benelit @ was to be, had no logical reasons to over arainst 
these arguments: he only knew that he could not afiord it : 
but then it was shabby to say so; and he divided the re. 
ceipt amongst them and went supperless to bed. Pie mae 
nager and actors went to the tavern opposite, aad eeoaled 
themselves at his expence. To be they were gvaeful 
enough to drink bis health, and call him a very goud-na- 
tured fellow ; but they forgot to send him Lis supys [put 
what most veres the proprictor is, that his managers wouid 
not getup any thing that he wished. He had anotion that 
anew comedy called Reform would take; yet they would 
not bring it out; but lavished away a vreat deal of non vy 
upon amock-tragedy called JIligh Treason, which was 
damned the first ni ght. A come dy foo, which they wanted 
to cram down, called the /rfariwier was also damned with. 
out a hearing 5 besides a tarce called Lébed, which evn. 
pletely failed. 


Sure 
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To the Editor of the Black Dwarf. 


Sir, 


Tx my former Letter, I shewed that arguments addressed to the fears 
and apprehensions of persons who value order, and dread revolution and 
anarchy have, on some trials of prosecutions for public libeis, been 
pressed epon the Jury, in tne charge of the Judge; and that such a 
practice is improper and wltra-judscial. My object, in so doing, was, 
that Juryinen beuceforth may reject these improper topics, in the con- 
sideration of their verdict; and their verdict may be, on atl occasions, 
the result of the application of their views of the bouuds between the 
necessary libesty and the kurtfal licentiousness of the press, to the writ- 
fing brought under their consideration. tis, then, of importance to as- 
certsin what are these bouads, or, in other words, what constitutes a 
public libel. Ifthis were as clearly defined, as precisely and distin- 
guisuably marked by the law as ether ofiences, it would be superttuous 
11 me lo trouble you or your readers with one word on the subject. Dat 
ais this 98 the most undefined of all the parts of our law; as in trials of 
prosecttitous for public libels, the Jury are not, as in trials of prosecu- 
tions forother offences, assisted by the Judge with a definition of the 
offence, and a description of the several species of it, and of all those 
shades of evidence by which it is distinguisbed from other similar of- 
fences, or fromm no offence atall: as, notwithstanding this omission in 
our Jaw, it is of the highest importance that a Jury should know pre- 
cisely what constitutes the offence of which their fellow citizens whom 
they are to try are accused ; it will not, [ trust, be thought improper in 
me te submit to the public my sentiments as to what are the just bouads 
between that freedom of discussing public measures, which itis the right 
of every Citizen to enjoy, aud for tne benefit of the community to main- 
tain saviolate, and that licentiousness, which, ovcerstepping those bounds 
must excite the contempt and indignation of a'l the friends to that free- 

dom endangered by its excesses, 

The decision, in every accusation for publishing a libel, is left (o the 
moral taste of the Jury; and it is competent to any writer to endeavour 
to correct and to fix this taste. He, who shall be fortunate enough to 
establisha proper standard for its regulation, will deserve well both of 
the honest unpartial Juryiman thereby enabled to discharge his duty with 
satisfaction to his conscience, and of the public preserved by the deci- 
sions of juries thus enlightened, in the enjoyment of that freedom of dis- 
cussion wiliout which theie minutest rights of persou and property can- 
not be secure ; yet vot obliged to tolerate those base calumniators, ene- 
mies of all liberty, by whose machinations this freedom is endangered. 
Were the bounds between the liberty and the licentiousness of the Press 
beticr ascertained, were the offeuce of libel against the government 
clearly defined, all those laws which press on the freedom of discussion, 
bui are judged necessary to resirain tts licentiousness, would be found 
useless, und might be uiumphantly repealed, instead of remaining till 
meu have forgoien or never kuawn that there were times in which uo 
such restraints Were imposed then, to serve as precedents and justifica- 
tions for farther agressions against liberty. 

I shail proceed, then, to examine, what is the just measure of free- 
dom to be allowed to writings discussing public measures and the con- 
ductand characters of public men, If I stop to observe that, in such an 
undertaking, little if any assistance can be derived irom a reference to 
the laws or practices of any people of antiquity, even the most polished, 
and the most free, or to those of our own or any other modern country, 
in use before the invention of printing, or rather before the Press begin 
to be used asa political instrument; L do so, because writers on the sub- 
ject have quoted those laws, and have adduced those practices as autho- 
rities,in support of their proposed restrictions on the Press. But, all 
their quotations from these laws can apply only to malicions slander on 
private tndivicuals, And the examples cited by them are applicable 
rather to cases of riot, sedition, or treason, than to those of writings 
offensive to the government, And, even when applicable, their weight 
in the scale of argument, must be extremely light with those who a¢vert 
to the dillerence between the manners, the social institutions, the poli- 
ticaland commercial relations of the people referred-to, and those of 
moderna nations at the present time, But, in the consideration of the 
freedom to be allowed to writings in which public measures are discuss- 
ed, nothing apposite can be drawn from these sources; such writings 
being viknowon among a people unacquainted with the art of printing. 
Qo the Grecian Republies, and inthe Reman, while they remained free, 
all such discussions were carried on in the assembiies of the people. 
any citizen, in avy of these assemblies, allempted to excite sedition, his 
conduct was open (o examination afterwards before a Court of Judica- 
ture. Sometimes, indeed, the party who possessed the excculive powel, 


proceeded to the extreme of violence agatist an obnoxious popular de- 
claimer, as did the Pavcteians agaioet the Gracehi, 
me that written discussions of public measures here are analogous to 
apo eches in the popular assemblies of autiquity, because the facuicy of 


ti any one shail teil 


u 


fore, any instance of the practice of antiquity, in relation to such 
speeches mast be applicable to the subject betore us; L will remark 
(hat, tals these instances, the speaker Was accused of attempling, by 
his hurangues, direcily to excite sedition, 

Pie coommon law of Engiand, being the customs observed by con- 
querors, rue, ignorant of letters, without arts, Manwvleciures, or COM. 
merce, among widin all personal differences were decied by the sword, 
and governments overturned, established and supported by tue same in- 
stiument, whose only ol:ject was to settle the possession of the laud, in 
such a manner as to preserve that military discipline by which it Was acs 
quired, contains, of course, no direct rules as to the discussion of ime 
nneasures of government, and none, in my Opinion, Which can, with fair- 
pess, be constructively applicd tothat subject. Even atter the govern. 
ment had assumed a more re,ular form, and acqune’ more stabiuity, 
when a change of manners and circumstances haw rendere a change of 
laws pecessary, it was a commonly received opinion tha, matics, of 
state were of wo high and difficuit a nature tu be examined by these 
who were not calied to tie council of the sovereign, And Heary VILE, 
when he replied to the remonstrances Of his subjects, ‘* We, with our 
Whole council, think it right strange, that ye, who be but brutes and in- 
expert folk, do take upon you to appoint us, Wilo be meet or not lor our 
Council 3° did but repeat a sentiment which all the writers of that age 
inculcated and dwelt on as a favourite topic. 

The first writings which, afterthe art of printing became general, at- 
tracted the notice of persons in authority were theological treatises, 
Which could not pass unnoticed by those dignified ecclesiastics, who 
dreaded the exposure of their gainful errors and corruptions. ‘The co- 
crcion of writers who took upon them to scrutinize the conduct of men 
in power, or even to propose apy anendment in the laws, was confided 
tu the Star Chamber; a tribunal composed of the creatures of the Cuurt, 
of the very persons against whose corrupt practices these writings were 
directed ; atribunal which employed the rach to extort discovery, and 
Whose victims were brought before it only to hear their sentence, At 
firet the only subjects brought before them Were the Satires ef some uns 
lucky courtier on a minister, a favourite, or a mistress. But they sooa 
had a much wider ficld for employment. That sentiment of bhiiu obe- 
dience without examination, though fora long time it continued to torm 
the principa! feature in the harangues and proclamations of sovereigns, 
and wes copiously enlarged on ip the declamatious of Ministers, yet was 
soon laid aside by those who thought, or had any patriotic views. Writ. 
ings in which the errors of the government were exposed, and the long- 
standing abuses most productive io rapacious courtiers, and the prero- 
gatives most Oppressive to the people were atiacked, continued to mul- 
tiply, notwithstanding the mostrigorous exertions of authority to repress 
aud deter. 

Many were the oppressions and cruelties cndured by the authors of 
Writings, some of the highest utility, some harmless, aud seme even ab- 
surd, but all of which, either for their contents, or for being the provuc- 
tions of obvoxious pe:sons, had excited the perseceuon oO persons in au- 
thority ; aud grievous, though instructive, were the cisorécrs wich 
marked ** this difficult and terrible passage from Lrror to Tiuth, from 
‘* unconscious obscurity to light, this immense sueck of errors useful to 
* the few powerful, and against truths useful to (he many weak*.” At 
lengthcame the Triumph of the Truth, watch these writers so nouls sup- 
ported, The Siar Chamber was abolished, and the coguizicce of libels 
was confined to the ordinary law tribunais, but the Press was still sub- 
ject toalicenser. The glorious Revolution of 1658, which s: cured out 
other liberties, guaranteed also the Liberty of the Press, fn i694 the 
Press became tree. Since that time, wrnings devoted to Cie investiga- 
tion of the measures of government have rapidly increased in number, 
and they have been so conducted that by their betmg sold cheap, and 
circulated with celerity, the pubiic have been better intormed than 
before of all that is passing relative to their interests, Since that ime, 
too, the nation has rapidiy advanced inall the arisand comforts ef civi- 
lization. Since that time, also, prosecutions for public iibel have veen 
more frequent. IT ABRICIUS. 


* Beccaria dci delittie delle pene. s. 41. 


( To be continued. ) 
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ascettat. ag the publree opinion by means of the press, has rendered it 
wmopecessary to have recourse pow (o such assemblies, and that, there- 


payment, 








